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Lucy Cavendish Fiction Prize
International prize open to 
women novelists over the age of 
21 for unpublished novels. Win 
£1,000 plus networking dinner 
and editorial consultation. All 
shortlisted entrants also receive the 
editorial consultation.

Entry Fee: £10

Deadline: 2nd February 2015

Submit: three copies of first 30 
pages, plus up to 10 page synopsis. 
Check website for full submission 
details and rules.

Myriad First Drafts 
Competition
For a work-in-progress, whether 
a short story or novel. Open to 
unpublished writers. Win a writing 
retreat at West Dean College plus 
mentoring from a Myriad author.

Entry Fee: £5

Deadline: 2nd February 2015

Submit: one page synopsis and 
5,000 words. Check website for full 
submission details and rules.

Spotlight First Novel 
Competition
Open to international unpublished 
novelists in all genres. Win 
a mentoring package from 
Adventures in Fiction worth up 
to £850, and a page featuring your 
work on their website.

Entry Fee: £16

Deadline: 14th February 2015

Submit: one page synopsis and first 
page of the novel. Check website 
for full submission details and 
rules.

Bath Literature Festival
A literary festival in the gorgeous English town of Bath presenting a mix of local, national and international 
writers. Starting in 1995, the Bath Literature Festival has become a well established ten days of literary events, 
encompassing writing in all its forms. The festival is fast gaining a reputation for presenting the very best 
in local, national and international writers to an ever-increasing audience. The Festival takes place in late 
February/early March in Bath city centre. 

When? February 27 - March 8, 2015 
Where? Various venues in Bath City Centre, County Somerset, England
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Bath Novel Award
International prize for aspiring 
and self-published novelists. Win 
£1,000. Longlisted entrants will 
be asked to submit their complete 
manuscript (min. 50,000 words) in 
April 2015. Winner announced in 
July 2015.

Entry Fee: £20

Deadline: 31st March 2015

Submit: first 5,000 words and 1 
page synopsis. Check website for 
full submission details and rules.

Dundee International Book 
Prize

One of the best prizes for 
debut novelists. Win £10,000 
plus publication with Cargo 
Publishing. Opens January 2015 
TBC.

Entry Fee: Free

Deadline: March 2015 TBC

Submit: full manuscript, synopsis, 
and entry form. Check website for 
full submission details and rules.

Daunt Books Festival
The inaugural event took place in 
2014 organised by Daunt Books, 
one of London's leading travel and 
literary bookshops. A delightfully 
potent line-up in 2014 resulted in a 
successful affair - a fine way to keep 
independent book shops front and 
centre. The event will be back again 
for a welcome 2nd year in 2015. 

When? Thursday 19th and Friday 
20th March, 2015 

Where? Daunt Books, 83 
Marylebone High St, London 
W1U 4QW More

Bath Literature Festival
A literary festival in the gorgeous English town of Bath presenting a mix of local, national and international 
writers. Starting in 1995, the Bath Literature Festival has become a well established ten days of literary events, 
encompassing writing in all its forms. The festival is fast gaining a reputation for presenting the very best 
in local, national and international writers to an ever-increasing audience. The Festival takes place in late 
February/early March in Bath city centre. 

When? February 27 - March 8, 2015 
Where? Various venues in Bath City Centre, County Somerset, England
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Historical Novel Society International Award

International award for an outstanding unpublished historical novel set at least 50 years ago. Your entry must 
be at least 60,000 words but no longer than 150,000. Shortlisted entrants must submit completed novel by 1st 
October 2015. Win £2,000. Winner announced March 2016.

Entry Fee: $35 ($20 for members)

Deadline: 1st April 2015

Submit: first 5,000 words. Check website for full submission details and rules.

Camp Nanowrimo!

Camp NaNoWriMo is a more open-ended version of the November event. Word-count goals between 10,000 
and 1,000,000 are welcome! In addition, writers may attempt non-novel projects. Camp is a creative retreat 
for whatever you’re working on!
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Bridport Prize: Peggy Chapman-An-
drews Award

Win £1,000 plus mentoring and possible 
publication of your first novel. Open to UK 
residents only. For a complete or nearly 
complete (min. 15,000 words) novel in any 
adult fiction genre. Open from November 
2014.

Entry Fee: £20

Deadline: 31st May 2015

Submit: the first 5,000 to 8,000 words, plus 
a 300 word synopsis. Check website for full 
submission details and rules.

Yeovil Literary Prize

International writing competition judged by 
professional writers aimed at aspiring nov-
elists. Win first prize £1,000, second £250, 
third £100. Your novel must be unpublished 
and must not be under consideration in any 
other competition. Opens 1st January 2015.

Entry Fee: £11

Deadline: 31st May 2015

Submit: synopsis and first 3 chapters (up 
to a total of 15,000). Check website for full 
submission details and rules.

Hay Festival
Hay Festival was founded around a kitchen table in 1987 and continues to attract the most exciting writers, 
filmmakers, comedians, politicians and musicians to inspire, delight and entertain. Still the best literary 
festival in the country? When? Thursday 21 May through to Sunday 31 May 2015
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Impress Prize for New Writers

International annual prize for debuts from unpublished novelists and non-fiction writers. Your entry should 
be developed enough that it could be published within a year. Win publication by Impress Books.

Entry Fee: £10

Deadline: 12th June 2015

Submit: sample chapter (no more than 6,000 words) plus book proposal. Check website for full submission 
details and rules.
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Cinnamon Press Debut Novel Prize
Annual competition open to authors who have 
not previously been published. Win £1,000 plus a 
publishing contract with Cinnamon Press.

Entry Fee: £12

Deadline: 31st July 2015

Submit: first 10,000 of your novel. Check website for 
full submission details and rules.

Port Eliot Festival
The Port Eliot Festival, formerly known as the Port 
Eliot Lit Festival, features an eclectic mix of writers, 
poets, filmmakers and musicians and claims to 
be "one of GBs most original, magical, bohemian, 
bookish, colourful, musical and comic festivals" - 
fair call. 

When? July 30th -August 2nd, 2015

Camp Nanowrimo!

Camp NaNoWriMo is a more open-ended version of the November event. Word-count goals between 10,000 
and 1,000,000 are welcome! In addition, writers may attempt non-novel projects. Camp is a creative retreat 
for whatever you’re working on!
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Luke Bitmead Bursary Award
Open to unpublished novelists, especially 
those whose personal or financial 
circumstances make it hard to focus on 
writing as a career. Your novel must be 
complete before entry. Win a publishing 
contract with Legend Press plus £2,500. 
Opens 1st May 2015.

Entry Fee: Free

Deadline: 1st August 2015

Submit: first 3 – 4 chapters plus entry form, 
which includes a synopsis and personal 
statement. Check website for full submission 
details and rules.

Port Eliot Festival
The Port Eliot Festival, formerly known 
as the Port Eliot Lit Festival, features an 
eclectic mix of writers, poets, filmmakers 
and musicians and claims to be "one of GBs 
most original, magical, bohemian, bookish, 
colourful, musical and comic festivals" - fair 
call. 

When? July 30th -August 2nd, 2015

Edinburgh International Book Festival
Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature. 17 extraordinary days, 750 events, 800 authors, over 40 different 
countries represented. Bookworms, bibliophiles and internationally acclaimed authors and thousands of 
aspiring writers will descend on Edinburgh. It's massive and wonderful. 

When? 15– 31 August, 2015. 
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An oasis of calm in the literary 
world; September seems quite clear... 

Why not get lose yourself in a good book for this month, or 
begin writing your next story?

Sneak Peek:
The theme for the September issue of Opening Line will be 

GROWING PAINS.
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Exeter Novel Prize
International annual competition open to writers who 
don’t have an agent and are not currently under contract 
with a publisher. Your novel must be unpublished. Win 
£500. Five runners up receive £50. Should open for 
entries in May 2015.

Entry Fee: £12

Deadline: 31st October 2015

Submit: first 10,000 words and 500 word synopsis. 
Check website for full submission details and rules.

Flash 500 Novel Opening Chapter 
Competition
Annual competition for unpublished novels 
to be judged by senior editors at Crooked Cat 
Publishing. Win £500. Runner up £200. Opens on 
1st May 2015.

Entry Fee: £10

Deadline: 31st October 2015

Submit: opening chapter of no more than 3,000 
words, plus 1 page synopsis. Check website for 
full submission details and rules.

McKitterick Prize
For first time novels, published or unpublished, by writers 
over the age of 40. Win £4,000. Your novel must be complete 
before entry.

Entry Fee: Free

Deadline: 31st October 2015

Submit: For published novels send 4 copies of the book; for 
unpublished novels send the first 30 pages. Check website for 
full submission details and rules.

Cheltenham Literature Festival
600+ authors attend of the oldest and 
best loved literature festivals in the world, 
lectures, poetry readings, children's events, 
interviews, storytelling, book groups, 
writing workshops, education projects, live 
literature. Over 100,000 tickets sell. 

When? October 2-11, 2015
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Cambridge Literary Festival (Winter)
The festival once known as Cambridge Winter Wordfest and the seasonal sister of the spring event 
Cambridge Literary Festival (formely Cambridge Wordfest) held in April. 

When? November 30th, 2014 

Where? Cambridge at the historic ADC Theatre and the University's McCrum and Babbage lecture theatres 
Who? The winter line-up this year includes: festival patron Ali Smith, reading from How to be Both, recently 
long-listed for the Booker Prize. Eimear McBride (winner of the Bailey’s Women’s Prize and Goldsmith’s 
Prize) will talk about her spellbinding novel A Girl is a Half-formed Thing.

Nanowrimo!

National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) is a fun, seat-of-your-pants approach to creative writing. 
Participants work toward the goal of writing a 50,000-word draft during the month of November. Valuing 
enthusiasm, determination, and a deadline, NaNoWriMo is for anyone who has ever thought fleetingly about 
writing a novel.
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... aaaaaaand relax!

If you took part in NaNoWriMo, 
why not use December to take a week’s break, 

then begin editing your masterpiece? 

Merry Christmas to all!
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Ian Sutherland’s debut thriller is an excellent example of the 
genre: a meticulously planned and produced novel with 
engaging characters, and the right amount of knuckle-
whitening suspense.

The story involves three people of note: a ‘white hat’ hacker 
named Brody, police officer Jenny Price, and an anonymous 
serial killer. Brody and Jenny are both well-developed, free 
from gender and genre stereotyping, and a joy to discover. The 
serial killer’s identity remains a mystery until the very end, 
never leaving clues - other than that he is male and obviously 
unhinged. 

The characters themselves were bold and ‘real’. It would have 
been very easy for Sutherland to fall back on stereotypes, 
especially with his main character, Brody. ‘White hat’ hackers 
tend to be spotty but brilliant teens, or uninteresting twenty-
somethings with crippling social anxiety. Brody is neither of 
these things, but he is not a typical heroic figure either. He lies 
and defrauds people frequently. He’s not dashingly handsome; 
he’s an ordinary man, but a very skilled worker. Jenny, as a 
female police officer, could have been a delicate beauty who is 
kick-ass at her job, or a tom-boy who is... well, also kick-ass at 
her job. Again, Sutherland chooses neither of these stereotypes 

to mimic, but crafts Jenny into a believable, strong character who stands on her own two feet, complete with 
flaws, opinions and a sharp mind. Just my kind of woman. 

And then there’s the serial killer...

I don’t mind saying that I dreaded the serial killer’s segments, as they were so well written, I found myself 
genuinely fearing for the characters about to engage with him. More than once, I put down the book to steel 
myself for what I knew was coming and, once I picked up the book again, I found myself reading some parts at 
a literal arm’s length, somehow believing it’d be safer that way. 

The writing itself is something to be admired. The characters interact with genuine life, and the description of 
the action and locations were both likewise engaging and accurate.I am, at times, in close proximity to where 
the events in the book take place; one of the book covers depicting the street next to an old place of work - 
which wasn’t creepy at all, I swear. This gave the story an extra dimension for me. I could picture these places 
clearly in my head, and I could picture the action more sharply because of that. 

Invasion of Privacy 
by Ian Sutherland

BY K.F. Goodacre| FEATURE WRITER

* * * * stars
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Marketed as a ‘deep web thriller’, there is a fair amount of tech-talk in this book. I personally found the 
beginning of the novel a little too meticulous with these types of details, but I am already familiar with most of 
what Sutherland was describing, so that is to be expected. For someone less familiar with such things, the fact 
that Sutherland takes his time to explain clearly what Brody is doing makes the book all the more enjoyable: 
you won’t get lost in the electronic mire; Brody has your back.

The entire story happens within the space of one week and I don’t think I would be remiss to claim it as one of 
the most intense weeks in history. After the slow-burn, teasing start of this excellent thriller, you suddenly find 
yourself thrown off the second storey of a building into a free-fall race against time to find out who the mystery 
killer is before he strikes again. 

If you like well-written, edge-of-your-seat thrillers, Invasion of Privacy is your next read. 
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For those of you who are unfamiliar with the work of Robin 
Hobb, I highly recommend that before you read another word 
of this review, you go away and read the following trilogies in 
the order that I specify: 'The Liveship Traders Trilogy', 'The 
Farseer Trilogy' and 'The Tawny Man Trilogy. Unless you have 
read these three trilogies first, there is little in 'Fool's Assassin' 
that will make much sense. Though they may be of a mighty 
and intimidating size, I can assure you that you will become 
so engrossed in Hobb's exquisite characters and beautifully 
engaging writing that you will be finished in no time. By 
that time you will also be able to fully appreciate the sheer 
excitement we veteran fans experienced at the news that Robin 
Hobb would not only be writing a new trilogy, but a new trilogy 
entitled 'Fitz and the Fool'.

You can thank me later.

After Robin Hobb's last full-length effort -- the concluding 
book in the 'Rain Wild Chronicles', 'Blood Of Dragons' -- I 
confess that I was anxious about a return to the Realm of the 
Elderlings, let alone slipping back into the mindset of such 
a beloved character as Fitzchivalry Farseer. I was so bitterly 
disappointed in the quality of 'Blood of Dragons's content and 
writing style, that it cast a taint over how I had perceived Robin 

Hobb's earlier works. I feared I would never pick up another one of her books ever again, and that a return to 
Fitz might ruin him for me.

Opening up 'Fool's Assassin' felt like slipping into a warm bath. Here is Fitz -- middle-aged and perhaps a little 
mistakenly sagacious, but still the Fitz we know and love -- every bit as frustrating, self-pitying, well-meaning, 
brave and stupid as he ever was. He is now living under the guise of 'Holder Badgerlock' with his wife Molly, 
who has been granted the title of Lady and the estate of Withywoods thanks to her eldest daughter Nettle who 
is serving as King Dutiful's Skillmistress...

At least that is how things are perceived by the general public. Withywoods is actually a gift to Fitz himself 
for his secret services to the Crown. Fitz's stepmother Lady Patience lives with them also, her trademark 
eccentricity seeming to have blossomed with her increasing old age. Here Fitz is living out the provincial and 
simple life he has always longed for, filled with festive merry-making, candle-making, and an embarrassing 
amount of love-making. The political intrigue of Buckkeep Castle, though casting an ever-present shadow over 
Fitz' life, is now replaced by the day to day running of the Withywoods estate and keeping track of his family. 
All is well. And then a pale-haired messenger shows up at the door...

Fool’s Assassin 
by Robin Hobb

BY S.E. Berrow| Guest FEATURE WRITER

* * * * stars
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To describe the plot of this novel is to give away too much. What occurs beyond the prologue of 'Fool's Assassin' 
is best discovered amongst the pages. Some readersmay contend the use of the word 'plot' in this instance, for 
much of the action in this book (up until the very end with a rushed and cliffhanger ending that prevented 
me from giving this book the full five stars that it probably deserves) is purely character-driven, as is often the 
case in Robin Hobb novels. Fitz's internal monologues linger on the mundane and everyday, the narrative itself 
detailed and sprawling. Despite this the writing is never boring. Robin Hobb could write about Fitz's every 
single thought, every breath, every waking action over a 24 hour period for days, months, years and I would 
still be enthralled, revelling in the sheer closeness one feels having been through so much with him already.

As well as some familiar faces -- Nettle, Dutiful, Chade and Kettricken to name a few -- there are also new 
characters to be discovered, loved and loathed in equal measure. Rather controversially also, a second point of 
view has been added into the mix; quite unheard of for a Fitz novel. At first, diving into this new point of view 
was quite a jarring experience, but I soon got used to it, and is very distinctive from Fitz's narrative voice so I 
never got mixed up.

In some ways, Withywoods is itself the main character of this novel. Its many rooms, frozen gardens, spy-ways, 
stables and kitchen are described here in exquisite detail and its many facets often serve as drivers of the main 
plot. Though Fitz does not venture far from home, the contained nature of this book's setting is more deeply 
reassuring than claustrophobic. And without giving too much away, this serves as a fantastic driver for later 
chapters.

A comment on the publication timing if I may at this point, this book would have best been released during the 
winter as opposed to the high summer; the vast majority of 'Fool's Assassin' takes place in the winter months. 
That being said, Robin Hobb's writing is so exquisite, often I found myself coming over rather chilled, craving 
hot fires, roasted chestnuts and warm brandy. The Winterfest market scenes towards the novel's end are simply 
sublime for this very reason.

For those fans hoping for the return of perhaps one of Hobb's most interesting creations however, the Fool, 
you may find yourself disappointed. Despite the title of the trilogy, do not go into this book expecting a love 
affair between the Fool and his Fitz. That being said the Fool's prolonged absence had little bearing on my 
enjoyment of 'Fool's Assassin'. I absolutely adored this book, and rejoice in the long-awaited return of not only 
the legendary Fitzchivalry Farseer, but also my favourite author Robin Hobb and her triumphant return to 
form.
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Watching the Dark 
by Peter Robinson

BY Helmut Egesa Wagabi| Guest FEATURE WRITER

***Warning: contains spoilers***
Lorraine Jensen, a police officer recovering from her wounds at a 
convalescence named St. Peters discovers a body of a man lying on 
the ground and reports to Eastvale Police station. Detective Chief 
Inspector (DCI) Alan Banks arrives at the scene of the crime and 
finds police activity already in progress. He helps the doctor on site 
turn the body on its back and a cross- bow bolt is found in his chest. 
Lorraine identifies the body as that of her colleague, Bill Quinn. 

DCI Banks starts interrogating the officers on the scene because he 
presumes it could have been an inside job. A search through his 
room at St. Peters reveals Bill’s photographs with a very beautiful 
and young girl drinking wine in a hotel room. Banks’ boss, Area 
Commander (AC) Catherine Gervaise learns of the murder and 
looks at various possibilities for it.

Annie Cabbot, Banks’ deputy joins the team and suggests that 
the investigation should look at Bill’s trips abroad in Lyon, France 
and Tallinn, Estonia. Banks continues interviewing the perceived 
enemies of the late Quinn. He visits Warren Corrigan who is 
suspected of human trafficking but leaves with no proof of his 
criminality. Quinn had apparently been involved in the investigation 

of the disappearance of a girl called Rachel Hewitt in Tallinn, Estonia, where he was also photographed in a 
compromising position with another young girl possibly with the intention of blackmailing him in his career.

Banks assigns an editor named Erik Aarma who worked with the deceased Mihkel to find out about the girl 
in the photo with Bill Quinn. He brings back positive information that leads Banks to interview the lady in 
the photo with Bill. Larisa Petrenko reveals that she had been sent by the night club owner, Joosep Rebane 
to entertain and drug Bill then take snaps in a compromising position in order to blackmail him. Annie’s 
investigations in Eastvale reveal that Corrigan is shot dead in revenge for the atrocities he had committed with 
fellow criminals. His bodyguard named Curly is also short and injured but lives to reveal how Bill and Mihkel 
were killed. He tells the police that Joosep Rebane is the Russian mafia behind all migrant labour schemes and 
the phoney agencies through which the workers are hired. Corrigan and his group are said to have worked for 
Joosep. A man named Robert Tamm is mentioned as Bill Quinn’s killer. He is caught in Glasgow and sent into 
police custody in Eastvale.

Watching the Dark is a complex story of how criminal gangs operate around the world and the tough job the 
police have to trace those who finance the networks. One needs to be a serious reader if they have to enjoy it 
because it involves official police investigation procedures and the determination of the criminals to fiercely 
fight back. 



The Opening Line Literary ‘Zine

20

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 - 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
R

ev
ie

w

    There are few historical fiction novels that earn a permanent 
place in my bookcase, but The House of Special Purpose by 
John Boyne is now one of them.

    The front cover proclaims it is ‘A Novel of the Romanovs’ 
but Special Purpose is much more than that. Most retellings 
of the Romanov history wax lyrical about the romance and 
mystery of the Grand Duchess Anastasia’s escape: Boyne 
avoids this clichéd approach with an expert hand. Instead, 
Special Purpose tells the story of Georgy Danilovich, a moujik 
(Russian peasant) from Kashin who becomes a part of the 
Imperial army after committing an unexpected ‘heroic’ act.

It begins with him as an elderly man, faced with the approaching 
death of his wife Zoya, who has been diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. Realising that his existence as ‘GeorgyandZoya’ is about 
to come to an end, Georgy begins to reminisce about how he 
met his wife.

The narrative is non-linear and this works extremely well, 
lending the authenticity of believable memory to a tale that 
may otherwise be considered far-fetched. Georgy’s character, 
too, lends a certain honesty to the story: he is romantic, but 
entirely practical; stalwart, but cynical; undeniably flawed, but 
essentially a good person at his heart. Zoya, too, is no angel, but both characters’ sins are somewhat endearing 
and humanising. There is no mistake: although this is an historical novel concerning the Russian Revolution, 
this is a story about two people who love each other with every fibre of their being.

When the Romanovs do appear, it is as a family unit and not an unknowable, distant royal force. Although 
they are of a distinctly different social class, you find yourself sympathising with the Tsar and his family on a 
personal level. You can understand a mother’s over-protectiveness for her sick son; you can understand the 
Tsar’s strain of fatherhood combined with an impossibly important workload; the Grand Duchesses are just 
girls, at the end of the day, and Tsarevich Alexei is just an 11 year old boy, albeit with the weight of the whole 
country on his young shoulders.

It is this intimate familiarity that brings the most heart-breaking dramatic irony to the page. When Tsar 
Nicholas proclaims that, one day, his young son will make a great ruler, you know for a fact that he will not. 
It brings home the devastation and pointlessness of war, but also how short-sighted everyone can be when 
it comes to living their own lives. Georgy, however, witnesses everything and understands the plight of the 

The House of Special Purpose 
by John Boyne

BY K.F. Goodacre | FEATURE WRITER

* * * * stars
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moujiks as well as the troubles of the Imperial family: he sees every laugh, every tear, and loves the Romanov 
family as he, arguably, never loved his own.

The intelligence of Georgy acts as a sharp reminder, also, of the naivete of youth compared with the wisdom of 
age and experience. His encounters with his grandson’s girlfriend, for example, hammer home the arrogance of 
some young people who forget that age doesn’t make someone stupid: invariably, it makes them more worthy 
of your respect because of the life they have lived through and survived.

The House of Special Purpose is full of moments that will shock you, upset you, or make you smile. Every 
page is worth the time you will spend reading it, up until the last, bittersweet words. Yet, in a novel so full of 
memorable events and people, it is one simple action – the final action of Tsar Nicholas, as a father – that will 
stay with me for a long time to come. 

This novel was a great pleasure, and I would recommend it to all.
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